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CALENDAR –EVENTS 

Jan. 19 Cabinet MeeƟng Berville Lon  1:00 PM 

  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR CORNER   

  Happy New Year! May 2025 bring you 

good health, love and plenty of laughs 

with family & friends. May your clubs 

find new projects, renew past projects 

to serve your communiƟes and gain 

new members.  

D. G. JUDY KELLER  

January  2025 

District Governor Judy Keller 
1rst VDG  Dave Fisher 
2nd VDG Tim Dietzel 
 
Cabinet Secretary Donald Spinks 
Cabinet Treasurer Jack Kriete  
 
Region 1 Chair: Tom Watkins  
Region 1 Zone 1 Chair Steve Schultz  
Region 1 Zone 2 Chair Kirk Smith 
 
Region 2 Chair: Vacant  
Region 2 Zone 1 Chair Ron Stevens  
Region 2 Zone 2 Chair Debbie Kaighen 
 
Region 3 Chair: Rich Cochrill 
Region 3 Zone 1 Chair Tim Rutkowski 
Region 3 Zone 2 Chair Louise Dobson Blasius 
 
GMT Tim Dietzel 
GLT Donald Spinks 
GST Karl Cross 

Governor’s LeƩer 

Here is it 2025 and my year as governor is half over. December was a busy month for all of us, and I wasn’t able to 

see any clubs. Will be geƫng back on track with club visits this month. My goal sƟll is to meet with every club! I 

will take some traveling but I will be glad to do it. I want to keep encouraging members to keep up with service 

projects and reporƟng of them. Right now we are at 98% reporƟng. Let’s make sure to report to reach that 100% 

of reporƟng once again. 

We have had some clubs that are conƟnuing to grow members, but I am asking for all club to add members to 

their rosters. I know this can be hard, you think you have asked everyone you know to join and you keep geƫng 

no or not at this Ɵme. Another reason I have been told many Ɵmes is “I’m not going to pay a club to do volunteer 

work”. Just remember when you are told that to answer belonging to a club is not only rewarding but you have 

insurance to cover if anything happens. I know that sounds a liƩle weird but we as Lions are covered with liability 

insurance. Lions as well as other service clubs need members in order to do the community service that we do. 

SomeƟmes we need to think outside the box to bring in members. Maybe hold an open house and serve finger 

foods. Hold a fun night, bingo or card party. We need to be visible to our communiƟes. If your club wants to grow 

and you need help, please reach out to me or to our Membership Chair Tim Dietzel at 810-358-7292 and will help 

in meeƟng your needs to grow. Remember the more members we have the more service we can do and that 

brings in more members! 

DG Judy Keller  

989-679-1401 

GOVERNOR JUDY KELLER &      

SPOUSE LION DAVE KELLER 
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1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVE FISHER.  

 

Well fellow Lions It's January and half of the Lions year is over, before the year’s end we 
as 11-D-2 Lions have a job to do. Our membership is down as a whole, we need each 
club to go out and invite a new person to join the Greatest club in the world, just one 
NEW MEMBER will help. 
Many clubs had a very busy Christmas serving the people in and around their  
communiƟes, SUPER GREAT JOB out there, your care and giving meant a lot to a lot of 
people, KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK 
 
.1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVE FISHER 
 

2ND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR TIM DIETZEL 

Hello fellow Lions Members 
I hope this short message finds you all doing well. I cannot believe that it is already January; how 
the year has gown by! We as  service clubs need to remain vigil on membership. We will have 
some ideas on how to keep members involved with club activities. It is one thing when you’re 
working in a structured environment where someone sets times and duties for you, and another 
to get members to join an event to help the needy. Lions members have pretty much done every-
thing that is asked of them when a neighbor or community needs help. Members step up and 
make themselves available. We get it done. New members are valuable to all clubs no matter 
what size. 
Treat members with kindness and compassion.  
 
2ND  VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR/ MEMBERSHIP CHAIR TIM DIETZEL 

SERVICE CHAIR 

We are at 100% service for all clubs in the district. This is a great achievement to give 

a hand up and help people with their struggles. It is the mo o of Lions Clubs Interna-

onal, (WE SERVE) District 11 D-2 is a trend se er in serving. Thanks to great deal of 

work and persistence from PDG Donald Spinks. Lion Don is not only the cabinet secre-

tary, leadership chair, reading ac on program chair for the state. He is always helping 

the clubs with service projects and the district editor with district news.                                      

				PDG Don Spinks CS/Leadership Chair, RAP chair 
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ANDRE BOURIER        PEARL BEACH  LIONS 

ANTHONY BODEIS     PIGEON LIONS                                                 

 

 

 

  

Thomas Lupo Almont Lions 

Merlin Kain Owendale Lions 
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      Lions of Michigan FoundaƟon 

 

Clubs will soon receive (or already have) Lions of Michigan Service FoundaƟon Sight and Hearing 

Sweepstakes Raffle Ɵckets to sell.  There will be ten (10) winners with prizes ranging from $5,000 

to $1,000.  AddiƟonally there will be four (4) winning Ɵcket sellers with prizes of $1,000 to $100.  

This is the 39th Annual Sight & Hearing Sweepstakes Raffle.  Proceeds will benefit:  R. Mathog 

Hearing Centers, Project KidSight, Eye Care Assistance Program, and the Affordable Hearing Aid 

Program.  Clubs selling 30 – 99 Ɵckets receive $3.50 back per Ɵcket sold, those selling 100 – 249 

Ɵckets receive $5.00 per Ɵcket, and clubs selling 250+ Ɵckets receive $5.50 per Ɵcket sold. 

Please make an effort to support this (YOUR) fine organizaƟon. 

The Lions Clubs of Michigan and the Lions of Michigan FoundaƟon support the men and women 
serving our naƟon in the United States military, and to show our support, we have developed the 
Lions of Michigan Mints 

For Military Program.  Your donaƟon and support will help us send care packages filled with deli-
cious Lion Mints to the men and women serving our country throughout the world. All contribu-
Ɵons are helpful, but the cost for shipping one Large Military Flat Rate Box packed full with Lion 
Mints is $105. 

Lion Mints Care Packages can be sent directly to a military member, a veterans’ hospital or home 
or to a deploying military unit. All Lion Mints Care Packages will contain a leƩer that includes the 
name and contact informaƟon of the donor(s). 

 

District 11 – D2 has two (2) trustees:  

 

PDG Jack Kriete             PDG Wes Wagester 

989-712-8201   (H) 810-673-3199   or  (C) 810-417-3107 

Bosn149@hotmail.com  wwagester@gmail.com 
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                   11D2 Reading AcƟon Program Chair, PDG Don Spinks  
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Dear Lions and Leos, 

Since 2024 began, Lions and Leos worldwide have served millions of people, improving 

lives and communiƟes because of your generosity. LCIF grant funding reduced food in-

security for those in need, helped people with vision impairment see more clearly, pro-

vided shelter aŌer storms, protected our fragile environment and so much more. 

I am pleased to report that we are making excellent strides towards reaching our fund-

raising goals for this fiscal year, thanks to your individual giŌs and efforts to share the 

importance of our foundaƟon with others. While there is much work to be done, the 

donaƟons we have received to date are already making a tremendous impact in com-

muniƟes worldwide. 

As we look forward to 2025, I ask you to conƟnue encouraging your fellow Lions and 

Leos to support LCIF and explore grant opportuniƟes to enhance their service. Remem-

ber that you play an important role in helping our organizaƟon succeed in MISSION 

1.5, bringing more members to join us in our humanitarian mission and serve more 

people when they need us most. Working together, we will exceed our goals. 

 

Dr. Paƫ Hill, 
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                                                         EMMETT LIONS CLUB 

 

Emmett Lions mourn the loss of a great Lion John Cowan died Saturday morning  

October 26. John joined the Emmett Lions in March of 1976. 

He was an outstanding member of the Emmett Lions for 48 1/2 years. 

Lion John served as the District Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer 2008/2009 and then as 

Cabinet Secretary in 2011/2012 lion year. Lion John was the Secretary of the Emmett 

Lions for 45 years. Lion John was always at the front and center on club projects. Al-

so, was a regular at the Bear Lake Spring clean-up and fix-up initiative. One thing that 

was true about Lion John Cowan; he was a lion role model.  
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                                                    ALGONAC LIONS CLUB 

The Algonac Lions sponsored their 27th Annual Charity Bowl benefiƫng Downriver Good-
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           KidSight Vision Screening 

KidSight Vision Screening program. In our District 11 – D2, ten (10) Lions Clubs have sponsored a 

KidSight Vision Screening event within the July 2024 – September 2024 Ɵmeframe. They have 

conducted 23 screenings with 581 people screened and 69 referrals. The 2023 -2024 Screening 

Summary shows that in MD 11 (the Lower Peninsula) 33,000+ people were screened with 3,904 

referrals, 125 Lions Clubs parƟcipated, 

with 360 CerƟfied KidSight Volunteers. The 2024 – 2025 Goals are 35,000 Screenings (a 5% in-

crease) 400 CerƟfied KidSight Volunteers (10% increase), with 150 Michigan Lions Clubs parƟci-

paƟng (20% increase). Plans are to offer a KidSight Training session for District 11 – D2 soon. The 

Lions of Michigan FoundaƟon list of cerƟfied volunteers shows that our district has six (6) CerƟ-

fied Vision Technicians and twelve (12) General Volunteers. I am sure we have more people in 

each category that are not listed. If your club has not sponsored a screening please consider do-

ing so. 

Nora Walsh                                                                              Wes Wagester 

810-660-8183                                                           (H) 810-673-3199 (C) 810-417-3107 

                                                                   ALMONT LIONS CLUB 

 
Sad news Thomas “Tom” Lupo, age 81, of Imlay City, MI, has died Tuesday, December 31, 2024 
at McLaren Flint Region Medical Center. Thomas James Lupo was born December 2, 1943 in De-
troit, MI. He is the son of the late Thomas and the late AnneƩe Lupo. Tom grew up in Clawson, 
MI. He was a graduate of Clawson High School, Class of 1962. He married Mary Jane “Janie” 
Ferguson on March 26, 1971 at Troy, Michigan. He was employed as a Lineman by AT & T 
(formerly Bell Telephone) for 30+ years before reƟring. Tom was very acƟve in the Almont and 
Imlay City Lions Clubs and held various posiƟons through the years: President, Secretary, Treas-
urer, and Zone Chairman. He was also very engaged in the community: an Imlay City Communi-
ty School Board Member, Aƫca Township Volunteer Firefighter, and the Aƫca Township Super-
visor for 12+ years. Tom was also a Property Tax Assessor for Burnside and Flynn Townships 
since 1995. When his children were younger, he was a LiƩle League Baseball Coach and started 
the AYSO (American Youth Soccer OrganizaƟon) in the Imlay City, MI area. 
 
The Funeral Service was held 11:00 am, Saturday, January 4, 2025 at Goodland Community 
Church, 2008 N. Van Dyke, Imlay City, MI.  
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                                                  PORT HURON HOST LIONS CLUB  

 

The Port Huron Host Lions are volunteering at Mid-City NutriƟon on the first Saturday of the 

month. They’re prepping and serving meals to about 200 folks in need. And Mid-City does this EVE-

RY DAY!.  

Lions pictured below were, Lions Steve Shultz, Resa Wickings, Dana Deming, Maryann Hunter, (New 

member) Ed Montalvo, and Fort GraƟot Lion William JeƩ.  



January 2025 

Page 13 

                                                                                      METAMORA LIONS CLUBS 
 
 

Metamora was going to do the highway cleanup to get a sign put on 24 but they did not offer it 
near Metamora. I talked to the guy and he sent me all the stretches of road. There are available 
for every one of our counties.  
I’ve also enclosed the sign-up sheet and some basic rules. Basically, if you agree to clean up the 
area three times a year, they will put a say sign on the road with the lions clubs name on it saying 
that they sponsored that stretch of roadway.  
 
The following is a basic outline of the program (I left the 2024 pick-up dates in there so you have 
an idea of when they will be in 2025): 
  
1.            Groups pick up litter on both directions of their adopted roadway, including any 
ramps.  Pickup in medians of divided roadways is not permitted.  Pickup within construction zones 
is not permitted.  
2.            Groups should have a minimum of 3 people.  Participants must be at least 12 years 
old.  Participants under the age of 18 years old must have adult supervision at a rate of 1 adult to 
every 3 children.  
3.            There is no cost to participate.  MDOT will supply safety information, safety vests and 
trash bags.  MDOT will also install two Adopt-A-Highway signs bearing your group’s name on the 
roadway adopted.  
4.            Groups must commit to a minimum of 2 years and your commitment period is open-
ended; you will remain in the program until you voluntarily withdraw or fail to abide by the per-
mit conditions.  
5.            Groups can join any time of year and litter pick up is done 3 times per year in spring, sum-
mer and fall.   
6.            MDOT picks up the accumulated trash bags following the designated pickup dates. 
7.         The 2024 pickup dates are:   
 
2025 PICKUP DATES WILL BE POSTED THIS WINTER AT SOME POINT) 
 September 21th – 29st Statewide  
  

Additional information can be found on the application and on MDOT’s Adopt-A-
Highway website www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway 
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                                                    MEMPHIS LIONS CLUBS 

Memphis Lions hosted a senior dinner with Memphis Leos working the dinner. FiŌy three seniors 

and ten Leos members of the Memphis choir and director sang a selecƟon of Christmas songs to 

start the day, followed by a dinner and bingo. Christmas cheer was in the air! This was a very suc-

cessful event. Seniors had a great Ɵme and the Leos were relaƟng.  

Memphis Lions wants to thank the district for their help. 
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                                                    MEMPHIS LIONS CLUBS 

    Memphis Lions Clubs giving back to the community. This has been a yearly project 

for the Christmas holidays. The club has done this since the early 1960’s. There are al-

ways people in need and the Lions are there to help. This year there were many 

stressed families in the community. The Lions with the help of the Boy Scout troop 

and the Leo club came through. This year we had eight families that we provided for 

at Thanksgiving holiday. Several Lions members made this possible. Some that are not 

active came to help with the annual tradition. 

                                                                                                  UBLY LIONS CLUB 

In December our club with help from the Knights of Columbus of Ubly-Sheridan 

adopted a family with four kids. We bought and wrapped clothes and toys for the 

kids. The Knights added a generous amount of groceries for this family. It is a warm 

feeling to be able to help those in need. 
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                                                    MEMPHIS LIONS CLUBS 

 

 

This is Raider! Raider (Hazel/Manu) was raised in a correctional facility. He was re-
cently career changed and is now serving an important role as a comfort dog for 
the Royal Oak Police Department. He is such a dashing fellow and appears very 
professional in his new bandana! His raisers are overjoyed to learn that he will play 
a significant part in the lives of others. 
 
ROYAL OAK POLICE DEPARTMENT  We are pleased to introduce our newest hire 
and first department comfort dog, “Raider”. Raider is a 19-month-old, 60-pound 
black Labrador Retriever that came to us as a “career change” dog. Law enforce-
ment comfort dogs provide agencies with a trained dog which can be used for a 
multitude of purposes, including support of community members who have expe-
rienced a traumatic event, community engagement, and support for departmental 
employees. 
 
While comfort dogs are well established with law enforcement agencies through-
out Metro Detroit, comfort dog Raider is the first career change to be used in this 
capacity. Career change dogs are highly trained, in demand dogs that may not be 

an ideal candidate as a service dog, yet 
still are well-suited to step into alternative 
careers to continue their training in ser-
vice, detection, veteran, and court advoca-
cy dog organizations. 
Raider will work alongside Sgt. Ryan Span-
gler and live with his family at their home. 
Like all new hires, Raider is currently un-
dergoing his own version of “field train-
ing”, and we look forward to introducing 
him to the community upon completion of 
this training in the very near future. 
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                                                        READING ACTION PLAN  

  How Long Do You Want to Live? This is the quesƟon for this month. 

 

People who make Ɵme for reading may enjoy a longer life, which they can use to do 

even more reading. A Yale University study discovered that book readers were 20% 

less likely to die over the 12 years of research compared to non-book readers. This 

study indicated that books were more beneficial for longevity than magazines and 

newspapers. For me, I would like to live as long as possible. I have found that reading 

a book will take me to more places of adventure. Compared to just reading news ar-

Ɵcles or magazines may not have the same effect on you. Quick read arƟcles seem to 

not have that long lasƟng impression on you as compared to a book. The holidays 

are fast approaching us and our minds will be going in a million direcƟons. SeƩle the 

mind down and enjoy total body comfort with an interesƟng book. There are a lot of 

books with adventures in Thanksgiving and Christmas. Come on now, give it a try. 

PDG DONALD SPINKS 

                                                              MINDEN CITY LIONS 

.Ticket sales begin for our 2024-25 52/52 firearm raffle. The tickets are $50, which gives the buyer 

52 chances to win. The winning numbers are based on the Monday evening daily 3 Michigan lot-
tery drawings. The first winning number will be drawn on January 6, 2025, and will continue each 
week until the final draw on December 29, 2025. See any Minden City Lion for your ticket(s). Tick-
ets are also available at Randy's Hunting Center ( https://www.facebook.com/Randys-Hunting-
Center-486149834836041 ) in Bad Axe, The Minden Market on Main Street Minden City, and Na-
tures Finest Taxidermy ( https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086415387976 ) on Main 
Street Minden City.  
We also have members who will do PayPal and Venmo if you'd like to purchase your ticket(s) that 
way. Give Lion Dale a call - at 989-670-0394. It will probably go to voicemail, but I’ll call you right 
back. 
 

  
Minden City Lions            [SEE BELOW] 
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                                               MINDEN CITY LIONS CLUB 
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                                                                ALGONAC LIONS CLUB 
 
Algonac lions prepare Christmas food baskets for their communities needy. They conducted a con-
test for their annual pickerel tournament flier announcing their 87th. Annual. Contest winner Tia 
Gore with President Dr. Bill Brady and her artwork. 
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