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CALENDAR –EVENTS 

Dec. 6-7 COG MeeƟng Lansing 

  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR CORNER          

May December bring all the members 

of 11 D2 and their families a wonderful 

Christmas season. Enjoy  your family 

and friends Ɵme together and have 

safe travels. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year 

December  2024 

District Governor Judy Keller 
1rst VDG  Dave Fisher 
2nd VDG Tim Dietzel 
 
Cabinet Secretary Donald Spinks 
Cabinet Treasurer Jack Kriete  
 
Region 1 Chair: Tom Watkins  
Region 1 Zone 1 Chair Steve Schultz  
Region 1 Zone 2 Chair Kirk Smith 
 
Region 2 Chair: Vacant  
Region 2 Zone 1 Chair Ron Stevens  
Region 2 Zone 2 Chair Debbie Kaighen 
 
Region 3 Chair: Rich Cochrill 
Region 3 Zone 1 Chair Tim Rutkowski 
Region 3 Zone 2 Chair Louise Dobson Blasius 
 
GMT Tim Dietzel 
GLT Donald Spinks 
GST Karl Cross 

  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR JUDY KELLER  

 

Lions of 11 D2 are rocking out the service and we are now at 98%. We are leading 
the district in reporting. I am proud of all the clubs for reporting their activities. Keep 
up the great service and reporting and let’s show the other districts how passionate 
we are about helping others in our communities. Now I have the bad news, we are 
still ighting to get our membership up. Congratulations to St. Clair for installing 4 
new members on December 3rd!! May we all learn from them and follow with a new 
member to each club. It’s hard to believe we are halfway thru our Lion year. Time has 
gone by fast for me, but I am enjoying it all. Let’s strive to make the next half of year 
one that will bring up our membership and continue on with the great service that 
we do. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas with family and friends! 

District  Governor Judy Keller 

GOVERNOR JUDY KELLER &      

SPOUSE LION DAVE KELLER 
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1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVE FISHER 

Welcome to December the most hectic month of the year, I hope you all had a GREAT Thanksgiving with 
family and friends. 
 Where did the last 5 months go? With club visits, COG meetings, and Zooms. Then add training, there is a 
lot to this job. 
Just a reminder it's December and time to square your Lions accounts with International and state, be-
cause new bills are coming. 
PDG Don Spinks has been offering training for the new Portal along with Secretary training and Zone train-
ing, watch for dates and time in the newsletter.  
This Year at Hadley Spaghetti dinner, which was very well attended, we had 6 Piece posters to voter for, 
the contestants did a very good job, and it was hard to choose, the winning Poster now moves on to Lan-
sing, where it will be entered with other district posters and judging starts all over again. 
 
 Some clubs have gained new members, keep up the good work. I know it's hard to recruit, remember 
more hands makes those club project go a lot easier and a lot less stressful.  
I wish everyone a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR.  

2ND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR TIM DIETZEL 

Hello fellow Lions Members 
I hope this short message finds you all doing well.  
I cannot believe that it is already December; how the year has flown by! We as  service clubs need 
to remain vigil on members and how to get them involved. We will have some ideas on how to keep 
members involved with club activities. Our goal is to serve the community, the district, the nation, 
and the world. There are people in need all around us. We need to work with the schools, churches, 
the local municipalities. There are neighbors that are in need and do not know how to ask for help 
that is why Lions have to take the initiative to get them what they need. Especially around the Holi-
day season. Too many people go it alone. Hope everyone has a happy holidays.  
Treat members with kindness and compassion.  
 
2ND  VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR/ MEMBERSHIP CHAIR TIM DIETZEL 

DON SPINKS LEADERSHIP  CHAIR  

Three different trainings have been completed so far for the first quarter. September 14th, we had 
portal training at the Applegate lions club. Eleven lions were in aƩendance. September 30th, we had 
another portal training at the Almont Lions club. Eight were in aƩendance. So far for portal training 
a total of 19 lions familiarized.  October 18th, I conducted region and zone chair training in MarleƩe. 
Four were in aƩendance and completed the course and. Another zone chair completed the LCI 
Learn course on being a Zone chair. One more zone chair to go and we in 11D2 will have all our re-
gion and zone chairs trained. Club officer training is sƟll online by going to YOU TUBE. In person 
training has been looked into and will be scheduled or have an in-person training in every club for 
the applicable club officers. 

  PDG Donald Spinks Leadership Chair          
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SHANNON POWERS   ALMONT LONS                                                      

ROBERTA GRIFFITH    ELKTON LIONS  

RUTH ROTH    HARSENS ISL. LIONESS 

KEN PATRIQUIN   MARLETTE LIONS 

MICHELLE NESBITT   MARYSVILLE LIONS 

BRIAN HOODY    PORT AUSTIN LIONS  

KRISTIAN KRULL   PORT AUSTIN LIONS 

ROGER SASTA           ALMONT LIONS 

MARILYN KANABY   FRIEBURG ST IGNATIUS LIONS 

CASEY MIGNONI    FRIEBURG ST. IGANTIUS LIONS 

PATRICIA FRANCESCONI    MARYSVILLE LIONS 

JAMES KEECH   MEMPHIS LIONS 

JOHN HOODY   PORT AUSTIN LIONS 

  

 

NONE 
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      Lions of Michigan FoundaƟon 

 

Clubs will soon receive (or already have) Lions of Michigan Service FoundaƟon Sight and Hear-

ing Sweepstakes Raffle Ɵckets to sell.  There will be ten (10) winners with prizes ranging from 

$5,000 to $1,000.  AddiƟonally there will be four (4) winning Ɵcket sellers with prizes of $1,000 

to $100.  This is the 39th Annual Sight & Hearing Sweepstakes Raffle.  Proceeds will benefit:  R. 

Mathog Hearing Centers, Project KidSight, Eye Care Assistance Program, and the Affordable 

Hearing Aid Program.  Clubs selling 30 – 99 Ɵckets receive $3.50 back per Ɵcket sold, those sell-

ing 100 – 249 Ɵckets receive $5.00 per Ɵcket, and clubs selling 250+ Ɵckets receive $5.50 per 

Ɵcket sold. 

Please make an effort to support this (YOUR) fine organizaƟon. 

The Lions Clubs of Michigan and the Lions of Michigan FoundaƟon support the men and women 
serving our naƟon in the United States military, and to show our support, we have developed 
the Lions of Michigan Mints 

For Military Program.  Your donaƟon and support will help us send care packages filled with de-
licious Lion Mints to the men and women serving our country throughout the world. All contri-
buƟons are helpful, but the cost for shipping one Large Military Flat Rate Box packed full with 
Lion Mints is $105. 

Lion Mints Care Packages can be sent directly to a military member, a veterans’ hospital or 
home or to a deploying military unit. All Lion Mints Care Packages will contain a leƩer that in-
cludes the name and contact informaƟon of the donor(s). 

 

District 11 – D2 has two (2) trustees:  

 

PDG Jack Kriete             PDG Wes Wagester 

989-712-8201   (H) 810-673-3199   or  (C) 810-417-3107 

Bosn149@hotmail.com  wwagester@gmail.com 
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hƩps://youtu.be/rtFlWm7HjXc 

Good evening club secretaries. I hope all is well and that all the leaves are raked up. 
Below I have a club secretary video That was made by Lion Wes Wagester. 
Please take Ɵme to watch this video and let me know your thoughts on it and should 
we update the video. If you watch this training video and let me know, I will sign you 
off in LCI as compleƟng club secretary training. Let us make our district governor Ju-
dy Keller look beƩer than all the other district governors in Michigan. Thank you for 
your Ɵme. Donald L Spinks District Leadership Chair. My number if there are any 
quesƟons is 989-551-5726. Club presidents and treasurers, if you receive this email, 
please forward it to your club secretary, I couldn't find some of the email addresses 
for secretaries.   
 
PDG Donald Spinks Leadership Chair 

                                                                                    GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

We have had a lot of training this past six months. One of the major focus factors was on Portal 

training. We also trained nearly all of our zone and region chairs. One more to go to get a 100% re-

gion/zone chair trained. A Guiding Lions class was offered at the Almont Lions club and hopefully 

we can get another scheduled aŌer the new year. Guiding Lions is a conƟnuous need for the Dis-

trict. If you like helping other clubs that may be chartering troubled waters, then we need you. 

Please let me know if you’re interested. Thru the GLT, I strive for our district to reach the goals set 

by our District Governor Judy Keller and you should also strive for that. I know that there are plenty 

of clubs out there that are in need of Portal training and club officers training. Please contact me so 

we can get this going. I sent the majority of club secretaries the link to the club secretary training 

video that our PDG Wes Wagester made while he was our District GLT. I ask for them to view it and 

send me their thoughts on updaƟng it. I have had great responses for this and I plan on doing the 

same for club president and treasurer training. Once I have all videos viewed by the applicable club 

officers and have their responses, I will sign them off in LCI for club officer training. Believe it or not, 

things change. The old saying, “ I have been a club officer for years” need to and will change so all 

club officers know our current progression in training. We strive to support our District, State and 

InternaƟonal Lions. I am asking each and everyone of you to help me make our District Governor 

and you shine this year . 
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                                                         EMMETT LIONS CLUB 

 

Emmett Lions mourn the loss of a great Lion John Cowan died Saturday morning  

October 26. John joined the Emmett Lions in March of 1976. 

He was an outstanding member of the Emmett Lions for 48 1/2 years. 

Lion John served as the District Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer 2008/2009 and then as 

Cabinet Secretary in 2011/2012 lion year. Lion John was the Secretary of the Emmett 

Lions for 45 years. Lion John was always at the front and center on club projects. Al-

so, was a regular at the Bear Lake Spring clean-up and fix-up initiative. One thing that 

was true about Lion John Cowan; he was a lion role model.  
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                                                    ALGONAC LIONS CLUB 

Algonac Lions donate to the children facing long hospital stays. They have a 

thoughƞul giŌ heading their way, organized by the Algonac Lions Club. The group as-

sembled donaƟons of crayons, acƟvity books, card games, and more to send to young 

cancer paƟents at two local pediatric hospitals. Click on the web site and see. What a 

great effort by Lion Wendy Wojtas the pediatric oncology chair. 

hƩps://thumbcoast.tv/feature-pediatriccancercarepackagesalgonaclions-dec24/ 
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           KidSight Vision Screening 

KidSight Vision Screening program. In our District 11 – D2, ten (10) Lions Clubs have 

sponsored a KidSight Vision Screening event within the July 2024 – September 2024 

Ɵmeframe. They have conducted 23 screenings with 581 people screened and 69 re-

ferrals. The 2023 -2024 Screening Summary shows that in MD 11 (the Lower Peninsu-

la) 33,000+ people were screened with 3,904 referrals, 125 Lions Clubs parƟcipated, 

with 360 CerƟfied KidSight Volunteers. The 2024 – 2025 Goals are 35,000 Screenings 

(a 5% increase) 400 CerƟfied KidSight Volunteers (10% increase), with 150 Michigan 

Lions Clubs parƟcipaƟng (20% increase). Plans are to offer a KidSight Training session 

for District 11 – D2 soon. The Lions of Michigan FoundaƟon list of cerƟfied volunteers 

shows that our district has six (6) CerƟfied Vision Technicians and twelve (12) Gen-

eral Volunteers. I am sure we have more people in each category that are not listed. 

If your club has not sponsored a screening please consider doing so. 

For addiƟonal informaƟon contact: 

Nora Walsh                                                                              Wes Wagester 

810-660-8183                                                           (H) 810-673-3199 (C) 810-417-3107 

                                                                   ALMONT LIONS CLUB 

There will be an American Red Cross blood drive held in the Almont Lions Hall on Monday, Decem-

ber 16. Since 2005 3,301 units of blood has been collected at blood drives held in our building. Po-

tenƟally 9,903 lives have been saved, Blood drives in the Almont Lions Hall have resulted in 156 

units of blood collected during 2024. 

The Almont Lions sponsored the Lions Clubs InternaƟonal Peace Poster in Almont Middle School 

and Dryden Junior High School. We are proud to announce the winners of the contest in each 

school are: Audrey Alexander at Almont Middle School; and Claton Thorman at Dryden Junior 

High. 

The Almont Lions provided complete Thanksgiving dinners for 8 families (a total of 41 individuals). 

We are preparing to provide complete meals for Christmas dinners as well as helping families in 

need with Christmas giŌs. 
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                                    DISTRICT 11 D-2 PIDATRIC ONCOLOGY  PROJECT 

The District 11D2 Pediatric Oncology Project was a huge success. Please find aƩached pictures of 

the delivery to Children's Hospital of Michigan. We were able to donate a U-Haul full of toys and 

necessiƟes to both Children's Hospital of Michigan and CS MoƩ Children's Hospital on Monday, 

12/2, with the assistance of Pediatric Cancer survivor Eli, a Lukemia survivor, who spent several 

years at Children's Hospital of Michigan. We met Eli and his family at the Port Huron Host Lions 

Spagheƫ dinner and they told aƩendees Eli's journey. Eli is now age 19 and cancer free. The Dis-

trict also donated $4000 to each hospital as well as donaƟons of toys, puzzles, books, hats, gloves, 

scarfs, socks, beauty items for the children and toiletries and necessiƟes for the parents for their 

unexpected stays at the hospital. Corcat U-Haul of Algonac worked with the project to provide 

transportaƟon of our district's load of love. The project was featured on WWJ Radio 950 and CBS 

Detroit. Thank you to all District 11D2 Clubs, their families and friends for your generous dona-

Ɵons.  
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                                                          HADLEY LIONS CLUB 

This year the Hadley Lions hosted the peace poster contest once again. We had 6 entries this year. 

A couple were disqualified  due to the age rules. This years winner was sponsored by the Lapeer 

Lions Club.  Here she is with the winning poster, Porsche Leon. The judging of peace posters is al-

ways accompanied with Hadley Lions famous spagheƫ dinner.   
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                                                    CROSWELL LIONS CLUB 

Toys For Tots, the Marine Corp enƟty, received a grant from Harbro Toy Company, and received 27 

pallets of toys. They are unable to distribute such a large load, so they reached out to the Croswell 

Lions and offered as many toys as we could take. On November 8th members of the club went to 

the warehouse in Marysville with two pickup trucks and two SUV's, and loaded them up to the 

gills. The toys are to be shared with other clubs and non-profits to be further distributed to chil-

dren less fortunate this season and beyond. Pictured is but one of the trucks piled high!   

                                                      MARLETTE LIONS CLUB 

The MarleƩe Lions are here at Merry & Bright in downtown MarleƩe. Come get hot chocolate & 

popcorn. What a night! Thank you to everyone who helped, showed up, had fun and parƟcipated 

in Second Annual Merry and Bright in MarleƩe!! We had over 300 kids with their families and the 

first lighted parade was so cool. The chili cookoff warmed everyone up. The ATV lighted parade 

had over 26 entries. What a great way to kick off Christmas.  
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                                                       CROSWELL LIONS CLUB 

 

    The Croswell Lions Club had a field trip to Eversight in Ann Arbor, on November 9th. 
Shown is Alex Triska Hicks, the coordinator for the Lions Clubs, explaining some of the 
procedures that Eversight does to make corneas viable for transplanting. Eversight 
supplies approximately 1400 corneas per year to help people see. Along with Lion 
Cheryl Kriete were Lion Colion Fischer, PDG Jack Kriete, and Robert Loomis, Cheryl’s 
Grandson and a pre-med student at U of M in Ann Arbor. 
 
 
  A very informative trip that explained where our donations go to help those in need. 
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                          PORT HURON HOST LIONS PEDIATRIC CANCER PROJECT  

The Port Huron Host Lions had a spagheƫ dinner on 10/17 to assist the District 11D2 Pediatric 

Oncology Project. We had a young pediatric oncology paƟent, Eli, now age 19, and his family, 

aƩend the dinner. Eli's parents addressed those aƩending and took us through the journey of 

how young Eli spent most of his young years at DMC Children's Hospital Pediatric Oncology Unit 

and how important these donaƟons were to Eli and his family as they basically lived out of their 

car for years as Eli received treatments at Children's Hospital. Eli is now cancer free. The Port Hu-

ron Host Lions collected $2000 in dinner Ɵcket sales and donaƟons with the Port Huron Host Li-

ons adding an addiƟonal $1000 for a total cash donaƟon from Port Huron Host Lions to the pro-

ject of $3000. To top that off, that very week, District 11D2 also donated an addiƟonal $3000 

from their Pediatric Cancer Fund to the project. To date the project has received an abundance of 

items donated from the Amazon wish list from Lions across the District as well as the community 

at large. DonaƟons are being collected through Thanksgiving and will be presented at Detroit 

Children's Hospital and CS MoƩ Children's Hospital Pediatric Oncology Units on Monday, 12/2. 

Any Lions wishing to aƩend are welcome!  
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                                                       ALMONT LIONS CLUB 

There will be an American Red Cross blood drive held in the Almont Lions Hall on Monday, 

December 16.  Since 2005 3,301 units of blood has been collected at blood drives held in our 

building.  PotenƟally 9,903 lives have been saved,   Blood drives in the Almont Lions hall have re-

sulted in 156 units of blood collected during 2024. 

The Almont Lions sponsored the Lions Clubs InternaƟonal Peace Poster in Almont Middle School 

and Dryden Junior High School.  We are proud to announce the winners of the contest in each 

school are:  Audrey Alexander at Almont Middle School; and Claton Thorman at Dryden Junior 

High. 

The Almont Lions provided complete Thanksgiving dinners for 8 families (a total of 41 individu-

als). 

We are preparing to provide  complete meals for Christmas dinners as well as helping families in 

need with Christmas giŌs. 

Almont Lions are currently busy gathering material for their “”GOODFELLOW” paper. 

The Almont Lions hosted “Cookies with Santa for the Almont Cub Scouts on Friday, November 29. 
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                                                        READING ACTION PLAN  

  How Long Do You Want to Live? This is the quesƟon for this month. 

 

People who make Ɵme for reading may enjoy a longer life, which they can use to do 

even more reading. A Yale University study discovered that book readers were 20% 

less likely to die over the 12 years of research compared to non-book readers. This 

study indicated that books were more beneficial for longevity than magazines and 

newspapers. For me, I would like to live as long as possible. I have found that reading 

a book will take me to more places of adventure. Compared to just reading news ar-

Ɵcles or magazines may not have the same effect on you. Quick read arƟcles seem to 

not have that long lasƟng impression on you as compared to a book. The holidays 

are fast approaching us and our minds will be going in a million direcƟons. SeƩle the 

mind down and enjoy total body comfort with an interesƟng book. There are a lot of 

books with adventures in Thanksgiving and Christmas. Come on now, give it a try. 

PDG DONALD SPINKS 

                                                              MINDEN CITY LIONS 

.Ticket sales begin for our 2024-25 52/52 firearm raffle. The tickets are $50, which gives the buyer 

52 chances to win. The winning numbers are based on the Monday evening daily 3 Michigan lot-
tery drawings. The first winning number will be drawn on January 6, 2025, and will continue each 
week until the final draw on December 29, 2025. See any Minden City Lion for your ticket(s). Tick-
ets are also available at Randy's Hunting Center ( https://www.facebook.com/Randys-Hunting-
Center-486149834836041 ) in Bad Axe, The Minden Market on Main Street Minden City, and Na-
tures Finest Taxidermy ( https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086415387976 ) on Main 
Street Minden City.  
We also have members who will do PayPal and Venmo if you'd like to purchase your ticket(s) that 
way. Give Lion Dale a call - at 989-670-0394. It will probably go to voicemail, but I’ll call you right 
back. 
 

  
Minden City Lions            [SEE BELOW] 
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                                               MINDEN CITY LIONS CLUB 
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                                                                ELKTON LIONS CLUB 
 
 
 The Elkton Lions Club officially welcomed six new members  at their Nov. 20th business meeting. 
First Vice District Governor David Fisher conducted the induction ceremony. Welcomed Deb Smith, 
Pat Hundersmarck, Pat Tesh, Morgan Swartzendruber, Anna Miller, and Sarah Brooks to Lions Clubs 
International.  
 
Pictured from left to right are 1st  Vice District Governor David Fisher, Deb Smith, Pat Hundersmarck, 
Pat Tesh, Morgan Swartzendruber, Anna Miller, Sarah Brooks, and Elkton Lions Club President Devin 
Irion.  If you must know who sponsored the inductees, I have them listed below: Linda English spon-
sored Pat Tesh, Arlene Vahovick sponsored Pat Hundersmarck and Deb Smith, Tina Edler sponsored 
Sarah Brooks, Anna Miller, and Morgan Swartzendruber. 


