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DISTRICT GOVERNOR BRIAN BETZOLD
Believe there is good in the world

Hello fellow Lions. I'm hoping all is well with everyone as we have met the halfway mark of
our Lions year. Winter is upon us and I see Lions Clubs starting to do more
events/fundraisers as we move into Spring. I'm really proud of clubs that are attempting new
and different things that they have tried in the past to help their communities. Please, if you
can write a brief outline of how you put your event together, it doesn't have to be exact, but
basically a blue print on how to create the event so we can make a “how-to” book that we can
distribute throughout the district. An example would be if Metamora is doing a spaghetti
dinner, they would write down how they put it on, how many pounds of noodles for a set
number of people, cans of sauce, cutlery, tips on making it successful, etc. That way if
Deckerville wanted to do something similar, they would have a blueprint to go off of instead of
starting at zero. Imagine how many great ideas we can generate and help each other in our
fundraising efforts.

Please look at our Governor's goals as we approach July 1st if you haven't already. It comes
out to $24 per member.
All state band
Croswell Diabetes Center
Diabetes/Sight Conservation
Eversight
GLT Education/Training
GMT Recruitment/Retention
GST Community Service
Hearing
Juvenile Cancer
Leader Dog
Leo Clubs
LCIF
Lions Bear Lake Camp
Lions of Michigan Service Foundation

248-330-1101 lionbrian2021@gmail.com

$2
$1
$2
$2
$1
$1
$1
$2
$2
$2
$1
$3
$2
$2

$24 per member

1st VDG DR. SHAWN WIGHTMAN

The ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic may be changing the way we live, but it
hasn’t changed who we are. We are Lions and We Serve. But during this global health crisis,
it’s important to keep yourself and your family safe and healthy. And Lions around the world
have found new and creative ways to do both.

Your 11D2 club may have already developed a safe strategy to lead your community response
to COVID-19, but if you’re still looking for new ways to serve, consider these five tips for
serving safely that Lions clubs around the world have put into action.
Keep in Touch
Social distancing doesn’t mean social isolation. Catch up with family, friends, neighbors, and
fellow Lions by phone or email and see how they’re doing. There're also many people in your
community, such as the elderly, who may not have as many opportunities to communicate
with family and friends. Consider recruiting your club into a phone tree to reach out and have
a conversation with someone who would enjoy talking to a caring, friendly person.

Get Social
There’s a reason why social media has become such an essential part of how we
communicate. That’s because it’s so effective. Spread hope by sharing stories about how your

club is helping your community during this crisis. By posting information, updates, and safety
tips, you can start a conversation online and transform your club’s social media network into
a communications hub for your community.
Fight Hunger
It’s important to make sure that we do our part to meet the needs of our communities. And
fighting food insecurity is a great way to provide comfort to those in need without having to
leave your home. Your club can support its local food bank or homeless shelter through
fundraising or even by ordering a care package of other essentials like toilet paper,
toothpaste, and clothing.

Give the Gift of Safety
As you serve during this crisis, your personal safety is the most important thing to remember.
And due to a shortage of cleaning supplies and personal protective equipment, such as masks
and gloves, this is becoming even more challenging. While many Lions have come together to
form mask-making groups and have generously shared their cleaning supplies, it’s essential
that you make sure to take care of yourself.
Find a Partner in Service
Our communities are full of experienced professionals and organizations that are also doing
their part. And many of them need help. Whether it’s supporting hotlines or providing
translation services, you and your club in 11-D2 have the skills they need to strengthen your
community’s response to COVID-19—without having to leave home.

In a time when people are depending on us more than ever, 11D2 leadership is depending on
you to take every precaution to serve safely.

1st VDG DR. SHAWN WIGHTMAN
PDG DON SPINKS, Global Membership Chair

What do we celebrate in February? What is February famous for?
February comes from the Latin word februa, which means “to cleanse.” The month was
named after the Roman Februalia, which was a month-long festival of purification and
atonement that took place this time of year. It is also known for being the snowiest month of
the year.

Now that all of our lions clubs have cleansed and purified their member roster, it’s time to get
out there and look for new, motivated and energized members. If you don’t remember where
you should look for new members, consider the following. The local fire department, police

department, city hall, schools, stores, churches. The list could go on and on. I receive a
monthly report from Lions Club International called the club health assessment report. It
shows me and other District officers what your club is doing with service activities and
membership. The one thing that highly concerns me is the total members in a club. If your
club is below the LCI recommended quantity of fifteen, your club membership number shows
up in red. This tells me that there is a concern on the number of members in the club. I am
asking that all clubs that are below fifteen to get with me and let us make a plan together to
increase your club membership. Just ask
When we get involved, we send a letter to your local newspaper. We advertise your next
membership open house drive. Your club will invite potential club members to this meeting.
We also can go on the air at your local radio station informing the community of your event
and publicize Lions. When your club is ready for our intervention, just ask. We will be there
to help your club. One more plug for 11D2. Be sure to sign up for the upcoming District
convention. See you all there. Our latest membership numbers are as follows.
My Members
Statistics Updated 1/26/2022 12:00 PM
Opening Balance- 1,301
1,305
Added Members9
73
Dropped Members- 7
75
Closing Balance- 1,303
1,303
Net Gain/Loss2
-2
Worldwide 1,384,234

PDG Donald Spinks Global Membership Chair

PDG Wes Wagester, Global Leadership Chair

o PowerPoint presentations have been developed for and emailed to club Presidents,
have been developed for, but not sent to club Secretaries, are under development
for club Treasurers. Additionally, District 11 – D2 officer training is available in the
form of Training Videos for President, Secretary and Treasurer on my YouTube
Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCr3VVDss2Uku5ZX5a3-Jhog. These
videos do not reflect the 2021 – 2022 cabinet changes.

o The January GAT meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at
Eddie G’s Restaurant in Marlette beginning at 6:00.PM.
o Wes Wagester is available to assist any club desiring club officer training

PDG Wesley M. Wagester GLT, Lions Clubs International Foundation

o Melvin Jones Fellowship recipients as of December 9, 2021
o In District 11 – D2 there have been 271 MJFs and 7 PMJF.
The highest level of PMJF is 7

o New MJFs since June 30, 2021
David Fisher
Judy Keller

Frank Davis

Kenneth M. Toczylowski

Katheryn Ann Wagester

Richard Belesky

Thomas Stockman

Avery Skop

Elkton Lions

Ubly Lions

Memphis Lions

Berville Lions

Almont Lions

Emmett Lions

Jeddo Lions

Metamora Lioness

Seven (7) clubs have donated so far this year, which is 14.58% of our clubs.

o The Status of installments as of September 29, 2021 follows:
Algonac
Berville

Frieburg St. Ignatius
Marlette
Ubly
Yale

$1,305.00

$1,050.00

$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$3,852.00
$1,870.00

Bad Axe
Emmett

Lapeer
Pigeon
USA

$3,287.80

$1,300.00

$1,010.00
$1,800.00
$3,780.00

LCIF has approved $120,000 in grants for community recovery efforts in the hardest hit area of
Kentucky, and multi-state relief efforts. Lions are currently working with local Emergency
Management Services to determine a plan of action once rescue and recovery efforts are
completed by first responders. Follow the instructions below to guarantee you received the MJF
credit and credit towards the Campaign 100.
Information about donations to LCIF for the victims of the recent tornadoes.
Here are key points for donations to Midwest Tornadoes:
•
•
•

•

•

•

All donations are MJF credit eligible and applied to Campaign 100 for personal or club
goals.
General Disaster is a restricted fund so although donations receive MJF credits, they are
not eligible for District Club Community Grants.
Make a credit card donation at this link: https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate check the
General Disaster option, then e-mail a copy of the receipt
to donorassistance@lionsclubs.org and indicate for Midwest Tornadoes.
To make a donation by check – Make checks payable to LCIF, indicate General
Disaster/Midwest Tornadoes in the memo field. Mail to: LCIF, Department 4547, Carol
Stream, IL 60122-4547.
Be sure to include donor information and an allocation by donor list, if individual donors
are expecting to receive donation and MJF credits for their donations, but the club is
consolidating the funds into one overall check.
Note processing time for new donations will be a bit slower due to the upcoming holiday
and office closures.

Wes Wagester LCIF Coordinator
LION JASON SOPHA, Global Service Chair

Each year the Memphis Lions Club purchases Christmas gifts for residents at Richmond
Medilodge who do not receive any from family or friends. Usually, 5 to 7 residents. This year
was 6 residents and we spent $540.00. They supplied them with gifts of electric razors,
clothing, shower supplies, new soft blankets, CD player, music CD's, Christmas decorations,
night lite projection units for ceilings, window decorations, sensory enrichment items and
favorite snacks.

Due to Covid these past two years, gifts were dropped off. On non-Covid years, Lion and Leo
members bring the gifts to deliver in person. While there they also bring therapy dogs and
future Leader Dog puppies as well as treats to hand out to all the residents. The residents all
love the visits. If Covid allows, they are planning a visit with puppies, dogs and lots of treats
near a holiday in 2022.

LION JASON SOPHA
WELOME- NEW- LION- MEMBERS

JOHN PORTER
BRIAN STILTNER
LEONARD BALLOR
KENDRA MESSING
BRIAN KENDRICK
LAUREN STRATTON
LANCE THOMAS
MARK BIRDSALL
SALVATORE VENTIMIGLIA
BRADLEY HORTON
JEREMY KIPP
SHERRY GREEN
JIM BRONSON
JOHN DAVIDSON

ALGONAC LIONS
ALGONAC LIONS
BERVILLE LIONS
DECKERVILLE LIONS
DEERFIELD LIONS
DEERFIELD LIONS
DEERFIELD LIONS
ELKTON LIONS
JEDDO LIONS
METAMORA LIONS
METAMORA LIONS
METAMORA LIONESS
PORT AUSTIN LIONS
PORT AUSTIN LIONS

MEMBERS NO LONGER WITH US “RIP”

DANIEL OAKLEY
JOHN STREIT
LARRY KANABY
GREGORY PRILL
JOHN GREENE
THOMAS SCHINDLER
L J KANABY

ALGONAC LIONS
ALGONAC LIONS
BAD AXE LIONS
ELKTON LIONS
HARSENS ILS. LIONS
MARINE CITY LIONS
PORT AUSTIN LIONS

(REST IN PEACE BROTHERS)

(Pictured: Treasurer Robert Swartz and President Tim Kerry)

The Harbor Beach Lions Club

The Harbor Beach Lions Club, serving the east side of Huron County, for 83 years. Despite
disruptions of the pandemic, it kept serving the community.

This club covers the Harbor Beach, Port Hope, and Ruth areas. The current president Tim Kerry
stated that the current eyeglass provider is Keith Messing of Bad Axe, who is a member. If you can’t
afford a pair of glasses, we’ll pay for them,” Kerry said. “As long as you qualify” If someone from out
of the area requests glasses, we don’t refuse, we just give them contact information,” Treasurer Bob
Swartz said. Hearing aids are something this Lions club is working on providing more of to those
with hearing issues.
The club is also a supporter of Leader Dogs for the Blind, organization that raises dogs to be guide
dogs. Swartz said some past members had raised puppies who were later trained to be guide dogs.
This Lions Club also supports other organizations and sponsors other events in the Harbor Beach
area. They include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sponsoring the Harbor Beach Cart Derby
Supporting the Boy Scouts

Sending packages to military service members

Supporting Harbor Beach Community Connections
Supporting a diabetic alert dog program

Sponsoring Harbor Beach little league baseball.

Supporting special needs kids at the Huron Community Fair
Supporting Harbor Beach Goodfellows

•
•
•
•

Providing two $500 scholarships for Harbor Beach High School graduates each year
Sponsoring Port Hope’s fireworks shows
Supporting Relay for Life

Helping maintain the three Welcome to Harbor Beach signs

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, there were some events the club puts on that were not held,
like their annual Easter egg hunt where kids and adults could get their eyesight tested. The club
also had to cancel its Thanksgiving dinner where they serve over 300 dinners either
The club bought a former Free Methodist Church in April of 2020. This was after the regular
meeting place burnt down, had to resort to random places to meet. This is now their permanent
meeting place.

Marysville Lions Club

Marysville Lions Club members continue to serve
in their community at Mid-City Nutrition
Saturday morning. 1st. Vice District Governor Dr.
Shawn Whitman works with several other
Marysville Lions serving their community,
literally. They prepare the dinners to hand out.
The club has gotten involved with Mid-City
Nutrition organization and providing a hot meal
that was on the menu!
This is what Lions do so well!

ELKTON LIONS CLUB KEEPS ON SERVING

The Elkton Lions Club recently reached a milestone in service to its community: The service
organization held its 200th popup food pantry since the pandemic began almost two years ago.

The first free distribution was held in March 2020, just a few weeks after the lockdown began
and many Upper Thumb residents found themselves out of work. The Elkton Lions wanted to
do something to help, and members teamed with the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan to organize
some free food distributions.

Update: Just got off the phone with my representative from the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan.
First of March we go back to paying for each semi regardless of day, $1,200 per semi. Any
person or group that would like to fund a semi may also pick the location we have them. This is
a 53-foot semi-trailer filled with anywhere approx. 15,000 to 25,000 pounds of groceries. The
funds simply cover the shipping cost, you can imagine what 20,000 pounds of groceries would
cost. Please contact me, KURT DAMROW, 989-975-1503, or message on Facebook for those in
Huron County, Tuscola, even North Sanilac, if anybody is interested. I'll come out and look at
your location to make sure we can safely help at that location. I'll do the paperwork. Hand
out...and clean up help, will require you to provide around 15 volunteers for that day of the
event.
With this in mind, the goal is to have 4 Free Pop Ups per month, but that's only based on our
ability to get donations. We have a 501c3 if needed. Thank You All as we've been doing this
since March 28th, 2020, 200 free food pantries completed as of last Friday in Akron, MI. Lion
Kurt Damrow

EMMETT LIONS CLUB

Emmett Lions packing holiday food
boxes that were delivered to 30
families. While delivering these
needed groceries they took time out
to shovel the deck. SERVICE IS
WHAT THE EMMETT LIONS DO!

FT. GRATOIT/BURTCHVILLE LIONS CLUB

Ft. Gratiot/Burtchville lions dedicated their fourth Trex
bench to PDG David Eberlein. Lion Dave was the guiding
lion and membership chairman helped rebuild this club.
Lion Dave with the help of Lion Anita Selby made this
small club a viable club. They do so much with so little.
This is the fourth bench they have recycled from Trex
for their community.

Pictured; Front, Lions Laura Campbell,
Sara Jett, back Lions Pete Jett, Bill Jett,
With future Lion volunteer

DECKERVILLE LIONS CLUB
The Deckerville Lions Club celebrated
their fifth-year charter anniversary on
January 25th. with over twenty
members, guests and “lions” enjoying
super at the Corner Café followed by
their monthly meeting at Deckerville
Municipal building.

Governor Brian Betzold along with
club President, Alix Messing presented
Lions Bill Warren and Greg Alexander
with the “Heart of a Lion” awards.
Lion International Director, Justin
Faber conveyed greetings from
International President, Douglas
Alexander and spoke to the club about
activities of lions around the World.

Region chair Rich Cochrill and I, Don Spinks had a fantastic radio interview this morning at the
Sanilac Broadcasting company. We talked about the upcoming lion informational drives for
the the Port Sanilac lions and the Applegate lions clubs. I also thru out a possible Peck lions
club informational night. We had a great time and thank you Eddie Fury.

District 11-D2 Convention – March 18-20,2022
Double Tree Bay City
One Wenonah Park Place, Bay City, MI. 48708
989.891.6000
District 11-D2 Registration Form

CLUB: ________________________________________
PHONE: (
)_________________________
EMAIL: ____________________________________________

HOME

NAME: Please print names as you wish them to appear on name tags. If spouse is a Lion or Lioness please indicate.

Lion: ___________________________________
or Spouse: ______________________________________

__

Lion

Lion or Leo: ________________________________
_
Guest: _______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Lion or
HOME ADDRESS:

REGISTRATION FEES: All attendees must pay the $10.00 registration fee to participate in any Convention
Event.
Check here if a “First Timer” : __________Lion __________Spouse __________Lioness __________Leo__________ Guest

***You must register for all the meals you plan to attend***
BEFORE MARCH 1, 2022 AFTER MARCH 1, 2022
Participate in all 5 meals

______@ $75.00 =$__________

_____@$125.00 =$___________

Registration

______@ $10.00 =$__________

_____@ $ 10.00 =$__________

Meals separately are $142.28

Save $67.28 by ordering all 5

TOTAL: $__________________

Make checks payable to District 11-D2 Convention & mail to
PDG Wes Wagester, P.O. Box 183, Almont, MI. 48003
Friday Night Dinner: Great Lakes Whitefish & Roasted Pork Loin
$34.56
Saturday Breakfast: Scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage links, fried potatoes, muffins
$20.48
Saturday Lunch: Deli Buffet of Salads, Soups, Sandwiches
$25.60
Saturday Night Dinner: Prime Rib, Grilled Salmon
$39.68
Sunday Breakfast: Biscuits & sausage gravy, ham steaks, scrambled eggs, fried potatoes $21.76
All meals served with coffee, ice or hot tea, juices. Soft drinks are $1.00 per person for
duration of meal. Cash bar available.
Please note any dietary requirements: ______________________________________________________
**FREE LADIES PROGRAM WILL BE SCHEDULED DURING THE SATURDAY MORNING BUSINESS MEETING**

JEDDO LIONS CLUB

Fellow Lions,

The Lions Michigan Forum committee is disappointed to announce that we will not be able
to hold an in-person Forum this year due to the cancellation of all events at the Holiday Inn
Gateway Centre, Flint.
If you have already registered, a refund will be sent to you. I have requested that the hotel
cancel our block of room reservations, as well.

We will move forward with a virtual Lions Michigan Forum, to be held on February 26.
Please watch for notification and registration for this free event! The Forum committee had
great success with a virtual event last year and we will continue the tradition of the Lions
Michigan Forum excellence offered to our membership for over 20 years.
Attached, please find a White Cane Order form to share with your clubs along with this
information. Orders will be shipped from the Lions State office as they are received. White
Cane Week is April 23-May 1, 2022.
Thank you for your continued support!

Sincerely,

PDG Karen Routson

Forum Chair

Lion Wendy Burns

Executive Director

Join us for this free webinar! 9:00 a.m. Saturday, February 26, 2022
Opening Welcome: PDG Karen Routson, Michigan Lions Forum Chair

Session I: Fundraising. Hear from a panel of experts successful fundraising tips & tricks
to grow your service. Lion Deb Davis, Rockford Lions Club, MD 11 C1
Session II: Diabetes Awareness and YOU – Diabetes Awareness starts before the
complications impacts your life. Prevention happens by changing your lifestyle and
through education. When the complications of diabetes impacts your vision it impacts your
life style and mobility. This is life altering. DG Terri Huffman, MD 11 B1
Session III: Membership: The Power of Re-Gifting – What if I was to say to you, every
Lion has been given a very special gift. A gift that as of yet, has not even begun to reach
its full potential. In this 20-minute presentation I will reveal to you exactly what this special
gift is and how you can allow it to increase its potential through the Power of Regifting.
PCC Jeff Mayuiers, Three Rivers Lions Club, MD 11 B2
Session IV: Childhood Cancer –Bringing the Heart of Lions and Camp Quality Together
in Service. Lion Christine Smith, District 10; Jean McDonough, Executive Director Camp
Quality
Keynote Address: Sandy Pearson, President/CEO Habitat for Humanity. Sandra
Pearson is the President and Chief Executive Officer of Habitat for Humanity of Michigan,
which supports a network of 50+ affiliates and ReStores. Sandy’s passion is to team up
with people who can use a hand, a coach, a mentor, a connector in achieving their life
goals, one of which may be to own a home. Sandy understands the value of stability
starting at home. She lives a wonderful life and wishes for a wonderful life for all.
REGISTRATION FOR THIS FREE EVENT WILL BE SENT VIA EMAIL!
Find us online at: www.lionsofmi.com

Do you have a friend or relative who has everything? What better gift could you give them than
one that helps those in need. For a gift of $30, you can purchase a new Lions of Michigan Family
Kitchen Cookbook with hundreds of recipes submitted by Michigan Lions and their family
member and friends.
Our new Lions Hearing Centers Cookbook
was developed to create awareness for the
treatment of hearing loss and to provide
funding for our
Michigan Lions Affordable Hearing Aid and Hearing Screening
Programs, which offer affordable hearing care options for Michigan
residents.
With your help, we can continue to change the lives of
thousands of Michigan residents who need and depend on the Lions
Clubs of Michigan and our partners, sponsors and friends for the
treatment of the their hearing loss. As a
Public Charity, all contributions to the Lions of Michigan
Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law. We
appreciate your support!

l msf .net - l hcmi .o rg

I would like to purchase a cookbook for $30.00 ($20.00 + $10.00 Shipping and Handling) as a Christmas Gift for:
Gift Recipients Name(s):
Code:

Telephone:

Email:

Cookbook Purchaser’s Name(s):
Telephone:

Payment Method:
Card Number:

Email:

Check Enclosed

Credit/Debit Card

--------------------------------------------

Pay Pal (info@lmsf.net)
Expiration Date:

5730 Executive Drive - Lansing, Michigan 48911 - 517-887-6640 - 517-887-6642 (Fax) - info@lmsf.net

CVV Code:

Lions Clubs are well known throughout the world for the services we provide to help people
with hearing and vision loss. Nearly a century ago, Helen Keller challenged Lions Clubs to
be “Knights of the Blind,” and she declared that "the problems of deafness are deeper and
more complex, if not more important, than
those of blindness. Deafness is a much worse misfortune, for it means the loss of the most
vital stimulus — the sound of the voice that brings language, sets
thoughts astir and keeps us in the intellectual company of man."
Our new Lions Hearing Centers Cookbook was developed to create awareness for the
treatment of hearing loss and to provide funding for our Michigan Lions Affordable Hearing Aid and Hearing
Screening Programs, which offer affordable hearing care options for Michigan residents.
With your help, we can continue to change the lives of thousands of Michigan residents who need and depend on the
Lions Clubs of Michigan and our partners, sponsors and friends for the treatment of the their hearing loss. As a Public
Charity, all contributions to the Lions of Michigan Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law. We
appreciate your support!

 I would like to purchase

cookbook(s) for $20 each for a total of $

.

 I would like to make a donation to the Lions Hearing Centers in the amount of $
Payment Method:
Card Number:

Check

Credit Card

Pay Pal (info@lmsf.net)

------------------------------------------------

Signature:

First Name:
City:

Expiration Date:

.
CVV Code:

Last Name:
State:

Zip Code:

5730 Executive Drive - Lansing, Michigan 48911 - 517-887-6640 - 517-887-6642 (Fax) - info@lmsf.net

T

Best wishes from PDG Wes Wagester and PZC Kathy Wagester, “Just Ask”
PORT SANILAC LIONS CLUB, DISTRICT 11 D-2 PDG Jack Kriete

A new century--Proud to be an American-- Proud to be a Lion

