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CALENDAR –EVENTS 

FEB. 23-24Lions of Mich. Forum -Kalamazoo at 

Marriot Delta. 

FEB. 23-24 4th Council of Governors meeting - 

Kalamazoo at Marriot Delta 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR CORNER 

Greetings, Great Lions of 11D2 

clubs to work on service projects. 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR JAMES WHITE 

 

February 2024 
District Governor James White 
1rst VDG Judy Keller 
2nd VDG Dave Fisher 
Cabinet Secretary Donald Spinks 
Cabinet Treasurer Jack Kriete  
 
Region 1 Chair: Crystal Briskey  
Region 1 Zone 1 Chair Tom Watkins  
Region 1 Zone 2 Chair Kirk Smith 
 
Region 2 Chair: Tim Dietzel  
Region 2 Zone 1 Chair Tom Lupo   
Region 2 Zone 2 Chair John Tomaschko 
 
Region 3 Chair: Rich Cochrill 
Region 3 Zone 1 Chair Gary Sweeny 
Region 3 Zone 2 Chair Louise Dobson 
Blasius 
 
GMT Dave Fisher 
GLT Judy Keller 
GST Bruce Bronson 

 

Governor James White 

 District Governor James White 

    Welcome to February my fellow Lions I hope you are all well  

        I want to congratulate all our clubs on reaching 100pct service reporting for the year  

       We were first district in the state to accomplish this this year, thank you, thank you thank you. 

       There are a couple things we need some help with and I think we can consider this a great year 

1)  The District Convention, we need every club represented as many club issues are discussed as well as some 

great fun and Relationships are had by all. Great food and entertainment for all included. The convention 

committee works hard to keep the member cost low for such an event. 

2)  Membership as some of you know we took a hit with a couple clubs that have been cancelled 

 I am working with others to resolve but we could use help from all clubs to continue to promote Lionism 

locally and keeping existing Lions active and doing the service we do. I f you are struggling with needed new 

members we can offer some help and ideas. Let’s make some smiles  

3)  For the month of February, I am asking, apart from all other club donations club members make any possi-

ble donation to LCIF and the Michigan Foundation. Even if only a dollar each, we can make our clubs shine 

as well as the district. 

  Again thank you all for all you do 

 

     Your Governor  

    Jim White 
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1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR JUDY KELLER 

I hope everyone had a good holiday with family and friends. As I look forward to the next 6 

months, I 

know it is going to be busy and go by quickly. Club visits are on my agenda, so I will be calling 

club 

presidents to see when I can visit your club, help with a service project or an event. 

Happy New Year 

 

2ND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVE FISHER 

  Happy New Year; with 2023 behind us I hope you all had a gifted Christmas and a good New 
Years (NO HANGOVERS and NO NEED FOR BALE MONEY). It's time to get back to work with 
half of the Lions year over there's a lot to be done. Meetings and projects and making plans for 
future projects, but that's all in the life of a busy Lions Club. We will be calling on clubs to get 
you help with any problems you may have. In closing for now keep up the good work, and re-
member as Lions, WE SERVE.   
 

 

2ND VDG  DAVE FISHER 

2ND  VDG DAVID FISHER, Global Membership Chair 
 
I hope you had a good 2023 and you are ready for2024. We have a lot of WORK to do in the 
next 6 months. We need new MEMBERS! our clubs are in need of help with their projects, and 
new blood is a step in that direction. Do not forget our older members, we need to retain them 
too. There's a lot of knowledge to be lost. So, for the next 6 months let's work on that and in-
crease our membership, have a great month. 
 

1stVDG JUDY KELLER LEADERSHIP CHAIR 

Training, training, training sometimes that is all we hear when you hold an office in your club. I have had a few 

more officers complete their training on their respective office. Remember even if you held the office before 

you still need to watch the video. It takes about 15 minutes and you can watch them on You Tube. Search 11 

D2 officer training and it will bring the video you need. If you have any problems or need help, just email me at 
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PDG BRIAN BETZOLD GLT, Lions Clubs International Foundation  

I had a couple of questions about Gift Planning through Lions Clubs.  There are several ways to donate and this 

link will help you navigate some answers to your questions.  

 https://lcif.myplannedgift.org/ 
 
Planning for the future and creating the legacy you wish to leave is one of the most effective ways to ensure a 
lasting impact. Making a gift in your will or living trust, known as a bequest, can help your legacy endure. Your 
gift may be a specific dollar amount, a percentage of your estate or the remainder after all other provisions are 
specified. Below is suggested language to take to your attorney for use in drafting your bequest. 

Sample Language 
For an unrestricted gift that allows Lions Clubs International Foundation to determine how to use the funds 
based on the most pressing needs, use the following language for your will and/or trust: 
"I give to Lions Clubs International Foundation, a nonprofit corporation currently located at 300 West 22nd 
Street, Oak Brook, Illinois 60523-8842, or its successor thereto, _________ [written amount or percentage of the 
estate or description of property] for its unrestricted charitable use and purpose." 

To designate your provision for a particular purpose: 
"I give to Lions Clubs International Foundation, a nonprofit corporation currently located at 300 West 22nd 
Street, Oak Brook, Illinois 60523-8842, or its successor thereto, _________ [written amount or percentage of the 
estate or description of property]. This gift should be used for (state purpose) if and so long as Lions Clubs In-
ternational Foundation determines that the need exists. If Lions Clubs International Foundation shall determine 
at the outset or at a later time that the need does not exist, or no longer exists or for some reason it is not possi-
ble (or prudent) to administer my gift as originally intended, then Lions Clubs International Foundation may, in 
its sole and uncontrolled discretion, direct the use of my bequest for a purpose related as closely as possible to 
that stated above. "If you have named Lions Clubs International Foundation in your will or trust, please let us 
know so we can ensure that your gift is used according to your wishes. Notifying us of your plans will enable us 
to plan for the use of your future gift. However, if you prefer to remain anonymous, we will keep your name and 
gift in strict confidence.  
Please contact Robert Kanonik, J.D. at +1.630.468.7067 or robert.kanonik@lionsclubs.org for more information. 
 
 

 call at 248-330-1101  
PDG BRIAN BETZOLD LCIF CHAIR 

PCS BRUCE BRONSON SERVICE CHAIR 

District D-2 is at 100% in reporting their service activities. It is really important that we continue the hard work  
serving the community and the individual needs. This is what we do best. Lions Clubs International causes: VI-
SION, HUNGER, DIABETES, ENVIROMENT, AND CHILDHOOD CANCER. Send your events to 
(bebronson79@gmail.com). My email address is wrong in the roster manual.  Please delete the email address 
(bebronson@frontier.com).  

                                                                                   GREAT JOB EVERYONE 

 

https://lcif.myplannedgift.org/
https://lcif.myplannedgift.org/
mailto:bebronson79@gmail.com
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LAURA KOEHLMANN 

SUSETTE MINDER 

 

  

ALGONAC LIONS  

ALGONAC LIONS 

THOMAS LABODA HARSENS ISLAND LIONS  

  

  

  

  

                          

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 CHRIS NANNI 

 VICTORIA McCOMAS 

 

  

     BRVILLE LIONS 

     METAMORA LIONESS LIONS 
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                                                    LIONS CLUBS  ALL STATE BAND 

 

      2024   All State Band   Tour June 18th through June 29th 

The Lions of Michigan All State Band has once again formed to represent Michigan Lions at the 106th Internation-

al Convention in Melbourne, Australia.  The tour will start with a 3 day band camp followed by 8 days in Austral-

ia and 3 days in California.  This all-inclusive trip will cost $6,299 for all of the 46 members planning on attend-

ing this year.  District 11 D-2 has 3 students from Ubly School and 4 students from Lakeville School.  After Covid 

shut down the band for 3 years, we were able to send 28 student to Boston last year.  Students from all 10 dis-

tricts and the U.P. are represented this year. 

The students will again be high-lighted as the band that performs the Flag Ceremony at the International Con-

vention. 

Performances will take place at numerous venues in Australia and at Disneyland and Universal Studios in Cali-

fornia on the way home.   The band has played at orphanages, veteran homes, shopping malls and children’s hos-

pitals while on tours since 1978, as well as at the convention.  Sharing their talent with others and learning about 

different cultures on tours makes this an unforgettable trip for these young musicians. 

The January rehearsal was cancelled due to bad weather but the March 23rd rehearsal will take place at Lakeville 

School and the band will rehearse and perform at the MD11 Convention May 18th in Kalamazoo. 

 The complete itinerary is available at the Lions of Michigan band web site (www.lionsmiband.org) 

Please spread the word to Club members, family and friends that donations to our District Students can be made 

at Lions of Michigan State Office or to District Treasurer PDG Jack Kriete for this year’s Trip.  Please note were 

your donation applies (any or all students in District or administrative fund) 

An easy way for clubs to raise funds for these students is a pop can drive and if you pull the tabs before you recy-

cle them, you can help Ronald McDonald House too.  I pick up can tabs at the District Convention and also Ow-

endale’s corn roast every year.  Recycling has given us more than $8,000 to donate there. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the band, please feel free to contact me @810-793-6258     or 

@peggy_duane@yahoo.com. 

PDG Peggy Farnsworth 

District All State Band Chair 
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                           MELVIN JONES FELLOWSHIP CELEBRATION!! 

All are invited!! On Saturday June 1st. 2024, LCIF Chairman and Past International President 

Brian Sheehan will personally present any Progressive or Melvin Jones Fellow to those who 

                USA LIONS CLUB 

Congratulations to Leslie Shenberger 

who received a Lions Melvin Jones Fel-

lowship Award at the USA Lions Club 

Meeting on Tuesday! Well done and 

well deserved. 

 Presented by International Director 

candidate PDG Lion Dave Wineman 

 

                                                                    HARBOR BEACH LIONS CLUB 

From Wyandotte to Minden City.  Another project is complete.  These 4 men met to as-

semble this ramp to make the outdoors more accessible for one of our local residents.  
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          MARYSVILLE LIONS CLUB 

 

Marysville Friends of the Library is a 

group of dedicated individuals that 

help library administration and staff 

provide excellent programs and re-

sources. Community members benefit 

from their dedication and the Lions 

Club of Marysville, Michigan is inspired 

to make a donation to help with their 

mission.  Friends President, Mrs. Chris-

tine Sass, spoke to our Lions members 

at our January meeting to discuss cur-

rent programs and future plans.  
 

 

                             ALMONT LIONS CLUB 

 

 

February 8, 2024 Cub Scout “Arrow of Light” 

ceremony. 

 

February 9, 2024 Euchre Tournament, doors 
open at 5:30 PM, play begins at 6:30 

PM. 

 

February 19, 2024 Blood Drive 12:00 noon – 6 
PM. Since 2005 the American Red 
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                     ELKTON  LIONS CLUB 

 

Congratulations Elkton Lions Club on a 
successful year of humanitarian service 
to the community. Thank you for the in-
vitation to your Christmas Party! The 
food was great, but the company was 
even greater! Elkton is a leader in serv-
ing the community and beyond.  

               

           PORT HURON HOST LIONS CLUB 

 

Lion Frank - presenting a donation to Harbor 

House for children from Port Huron Host Lions 
Club!  Thanks all!!! It is important we give the 
area youth every opportunity to succeed. This 

is what Lions are about.    
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                                                                PORT AUSTIN LIONS CLUB 

Port Austin Lions found a great way to spend a snow day! The rink is ready! PSA the blue dye 

may track so wear appropriate clothes. The Lions built this ice rink last year, for the communi-

ty to enjoy.  

 

                                                            READING ACTION PROGRAM 
 
So far this year, I have reported on the military reading programs that are offered to all Lions. The USO 
Reading Program, United Through Reading, Reach Out and Read are excellent programs that Lions could 
easily participate in. Education and literacy are key to overcoming poverty, disease and other social issues. 
800 million people across the globe lack the ability to read and write. Of all the illiterate people in the 
world today, two-thirds are female and over 90 percent live in developing countries. 
 
 Lions have a lot of work in front of us, but we can get out there and read to schoolchildren, the elderly and 
to your own children. Lions everywhere are changing the lives of children and adults who have little or no 
access to schools, libraries, educational materials and the Internet. Whether they are involved with 
tutoring programs, book donations, or helping to build classrooms, Lions share a common goal: expanding 
our impact.  
 
The Lions “Reading Action Program” challenges Lions to make an even greater impact. How did you do on 
your New Tear resolution? Did you vow to read more, I did. District Governors, I ask you to help spread 
the word on reading. All our clubs need to do this to encourage all to pick up a book and read. What was 
the last book you read and when was it? 
 
PDG DONALD SPINKS  

RAP CHAIRMAN 
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                                                                    MEMPHIS LIONS CLUBS 

Memphis Lions conducted an auction for the purpose of improving the lions and youth center.  

The facility is used for boy scouts, senior dinners, little league, and soccer, along schools sen-

ior class functions. There is need to upgrade storage areas. The Memphis Lions donated sev-

eral items and received several donations to auction off. This was a very successful auction 

lion Joe Phillips did an outstanding job with a lot of help from the members.  
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                                              STATE SERVICE PROJECTS PER C.O.G.      

 

 The District Governors were presented with a SPECIAL project to start the new year off.  At this 

years International Convention we were introduced to the HOPE TO WALK project organizers. 

This project provides artificial leg kits to children and adults in Guatemala for only $250. This 

501c program is run by donations and grants.  They are partnering with the Lions to provide as 

many kits as is financially possible.  District Governors have been asked to fund raise with their 

clubs to donate towards at least one leg kit.  Youtube videos are available, check them out. 

 
This project is a MD project for each district to manage on their own, with the ultimate goal of 
one leg kit per district. (FYI E2 has donated one, and B1 has donated 4)  
  
The second project is making and donating tied blankets for the Sleep in Heavenly Peace Project. 
We will donate directly to this project or Districts can identify shelters or programs that they 
would like to donate blankets to. This will all be worked out with the District GST.  The blankets 
will be made at the MD Forum. 
The committee decided on a total of 110 blankets to be donated and tied at the MD Forum Feb-
ruary 23-24.  This includes a 10 non-sew, tied fleece blanket from each district including SD 
11.  The Service Project will be set up in the banquet hall where 11 teams of at least 8 Lions will 
work on cutting and tying the blankets.  Each District can make the choice as to where they 
want their blankets donated to. The first choice is to a Sleep in Heavenly Peace Project. Other 
options are to churches, shelters, daycare, etc.  The blankets can be bought at Joan Fabric for 
around 15.00$.  We are buying twin size kits.  The kits are to be collected by the District GST 
and brought to the MD Forum. Hopefully, GST coordinators will work with clubs to get blanket 
donations. 10 blankets per district is the minimum goal. We will further discuss the plans at our 
next meeting. 
 
 
 The third project is the Kids Coalition Against Hunger food packaging project where we will fi-
nancially support the project and package foods for inner city programs who provide meals to 
families and children. This program was presented at last years MD Convention.  We will put the 
packages together at the MD Convention. 
C1 GST Coordinator Michelle White is going to be a huge asset for this project. Lion Michelle ad-
vised that she has recently been involved in a food packaging project for the Kids Coalition. I 
will be working with Lion Michelle to contact the Project Coordinator to further develop our 
plans for the MD State Convention May 16-18. This is going to be a project that is going to be 
dependent on financial support from the Districts. Details will be available at the next council of 
governors meeting in October for the District Governors. 
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                     Youtube videos are available, check them out.  See what we are  talking about 
 
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FCeb-
2fv5ZZk&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc245155f183a4e4ab27008db8f81997e%
7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638261559019205094%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI-
joiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%
7C&sdata=q893SqivsZjiI9v%2BG9qmT%2BVMoyExF8YLesRXAWpQxm8%3D&reserved=0                                                                                         

 

https://youtu.be/Ceb-2fv5ZZk
https://youtu.be/Ceb-2fv5ZZk
https://youtu.be/Ceb-2fv5ZZk
https://youtu.be/Ceb-2fv5ZZk
https://youtu.be/Ceb-2fv5ZZk
https://youtu.be/Ceb-2fv5ZZk
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